HELPFUL HINTS AND RESOURCES

Consult a lawyer to help you update or write a new will. Your will is important because it:

· Gives your beneficiaries control over your estate,

· Lets you divide your estate as you see fit, and
· Allows a guardian to be named for minor children.
You can also have a lawyer draw up a power of attorney for you. A power of attorney is a document that lets a designated person act as your legal agent for such matters as:

· Moving household goods,

· Obtaining medical care for your children, and

· Handling your financial affairs.

Make sure your beneficiary information is correct on your 

· Insurance 

· Bank accounts 

· Investments (including Individual Retirement Accounts or IRAs) 

· Individuals you have designated have access to all the needed accounts and information.

· If you are married, consider having joint accounts so both you and your spouse have access.

· Discuss your monthly budget and establish an emergency fund to cover several months of unexpected expenses that might occur while you’re deployed.

· Consider paying your bills automatically through direct debit or online bill paying
